UNIT 5:  COLOR

Objectives

►After completing this unit you will:

· Use the stirring power of color to arouse emotions in the viewer.  
· Understand traditional color mixing principles and use that as a foundation to break all the “Color Rules”. 
· Know which form of acrylic paints you prefer for which projects.
·  Use your new “critical eye” to inspect and evaluate your own work. 
·  Be unyielding about repairing painting “flaws” in order to realize your masterpiece.
Color – Factors to Consider 

Lab 5-1 Color  ▬► Emotion

Color is power. It is perhaps the single most powerful element in your design. Color’s ability to arouse emotional reactions enables us to creatively plan how we use it in our paintings. In the left hand column of the table below, list the top five “emotions” you would like to, through your art, awaken in people. In the right hand column, think of possible colors, color combinations, or color schemes that will stir the reactions you are targeting.  
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Personal Color

Color is a very personal experience. Many, but not all of us, dream in vibrant pigments and naturally associate color with even the most basic elements of life like letters in the alphabet. Some see numbers or people’s names in specific colors.   

The way color is woven into our artwork generates joy, sorrow, warmth, cold, and many other emotions. The manner in which color is applied can subtly define a point by substituting for the lines that conventionally outline an object. There are no rules for color. Through study and practice you will develop a level of respect for the art of color and the kind of self-control that tells you when it is time to stop before the end result is mud! Instead, your new approach will produce dazzling results. 

Break the Rules

Learning the color wheel well provides us with a foundation to build our own color rules from. “Coloring within the lines” vanished when we graduated out of coloring books! It is necessary to gain a keen understanding of which pigments will produce your color goals in order to awaken the emotional results you seek from your completed painting.  In order to take advantage of the color, transparent, and opaque materials, it is imperative to develop an appreciation for the uniqueness of each type.  

Imagination, Inspiration, Creativity

Be creative.  Try a monochromatic approach. Try painting a scene in several shades of grey and black and then add a small spot of red! Genuine drama emerges from a spot of color. Using colors to indicate distance or nearness can create perspective.  Embellish your work with informed exploitation of color and all of its brilliant characteristics. 

Acrylic is Best for Furniture

Paintings and other artwork are often beautifully created and enhanced with alternate materials or media. The most successful material to use with functional furniture is acrylic paint. Today’s acrylics are superior to the original products manufactured in the 1940s that became very popular in the 1960s.  The quality of these versatile pigments offered on the market is being continuously improved.  The subtlety of color and the adaptability of today’s acrylic paint equal the stunning effects of oil, watercolor, or Gouache painting and often are easier to use.  Always buy “Artist Quality” and avoid using “Student Quality” acrylics for your furniture projects. To further enhance your work, use texture gels, pastes, gloss, matte and other special effects mediums.  Experiment! The execution will be fun and the results will be amazing. 

Repair, Adjust, Fine-tune

The frustration of something “not working” is inevitable in any creative endeavor. Fortunately acrylic paint is flexible  - it can easily be sanded off. If you reach an impasse, such as a resulting color that looks like “mud” on the piece, stop and sand the spot in need of repair. This provides you the opportunity to circumvent the frustrating moments and apply a creative solution usually with a stunning result. 

You, the Art Critic

To achieve professional results on any 3 dimensional objects or canvas, become increasingly mindful of the application of your paint. Step back regularly and take a critical look at your work. Examine the piece in different light conditions both indoors and out.  Indentify “uncomfortable” flaws such as paint bulges caused by drips, rubbed off spots, and stray brush bristles and always correct them. Clients will usually see the flaws too. A professional and striking end product is only achieved when you are completely satisfied with your own work. 

Recommend Books on Color

Artist’s Color Manual by Simon Jennings, a complete guide to working with color. It was first published in 2003.  It is available at Amazon.Com and most other bookstores. 

Tricia Guild on Color by Tricia Guild with Elizabeth Wilhide.  

