UNIT 1:  FURNITURE SELECTION

Objectives

►After completing this unit you will:

· Follow guidelines for selecting appropriate pieces to apply your paintings to
· Know how to diagnose the condition of the piece and determine repair needs
· Assess the value of repairing and painting the object under consideration
Selection - Factors to Consider

Many factors will influence your selection of the piece of furniture or 3 dimensional objects to apply your paintings to. Let’s begin with an exercise to define for our selves what the appropriate piece might be. 

EXERCISE 1-1

1. Who is the piece for?

Thought starters:
(it will be on display in my home, it is a gift for someone)

2. How will the piece be used and how often?

Thought starters:
(for sitting on, for artistic display)

3. Where will it be located and in what weather conditions?

Thought starters: 
(patio table in rain and sun)

Condition - Evaluate the piece

Many beautiful paintable pieces of furniture start out in need of repair. It is key to conduct a thorough evaluation of the condition before deciding to use it.  When considering a piece, ask these questions:

1. 
Is it in need of repair?

2. What is the extent of the necessary corrections?

3. Are the repair expenses cost effective? Note: It is sometimes necessary to obtain a repair estimate from a professional in the furniture repair/restoration business. 

More to consider especially when preserving family keepsakes:

4. Is it a family heirloom or valuable antique? These are important considerations since applying paint to a collectable museum quality piece that might only need polishing or refinishing could destroy the value.   

5. Can paint be applied without compromising the intrinsic design of the piece?  If the piece has been stripped or previously painted, apply a new masterpiece and bring life back into a dying piece that might otherwise be discarded – contribute to saving our planet! 

Personal Satisfaction – an important factor

The most essential factor to consider when evaluating the piece is what your level of enjoyment and satisfaction will be while transforming this object into a masterpiece.  Enthusiasm is crucial for achieving success and enjoying the process in getting there. 

Final Note – other surfaces 

This method of painting does not adhere well to glass, porcelain, and some plastics. Techniques for applying paint to these other surfaces will not be covered in this class. 


PAINT FOR A FRIEND…


Research shows that when we do something nice for others, it increases our own happiness!
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